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What an exciting year it has been!
We are in the final stages of the
capital improvement projects that
began in early 2016. All of the new
construction and major renovations
are complete! The new pasture
fencing has been installed; we are
in the process of clearing wood,
brush and trees. Utilities to the new
pastures will be installed soon.
The improvements were all made
with our students in mind. The
facility is now more accessible
for our students to focus on their
abilities, and gives them a safe place
to try new things. The improvements
enabled staff to transform the
framework of the program to
become a more comprehensive
experience for students, with an
emphasis on learning and hands-on
horse care. Students are developing
skills such as responsibility, work
ethic, leadership, teamwork and
independence; necessary skills for
everyday life.

None of this would have been
possible if not for the outpouring
of community support from our
donors. We cannot express our
gratitude enough for believing in
our organization and the value of
the services we provide. Together,
we are enriching the lives of
individuals with disabilities and
giving them the opportunity to
grow, learn and thrive.
As we look toward the future,
there are some very exciting
opportunities we are exploring
that will enable us to serve a
larger population. Stay tuned!
On behalf of the Board of
Trustees, staff and our equine
partners, I would like to thank
each and every one of you for
making 2018 an overwhelming
success!
Richard Otto, Board President

A Note from the Director...

Looking back over the year, there are so many
accomplishments of our students to celebrate. So
many loyal and wonderful volunteers to thank. Our
gratitude to all of our donors and supporters to
extend. The hours of hard work and dedication of our
staff to acknowledge.
Over the year we have had challenges and triumphs,
laughter and tears. We have said good bye to some
of our equine friends, and welcomed new. We have
watched new friendships blossom, new partnerships
grow. We have taught, and we have learned.
It has been an incredible year of memories and we
have each and every one of you to thank! 2019
promises to be full of new and exciting things and we
cannot wait to share those experiences with all of you!
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Our Fall Fundraiser, Cowboy Boots &
Cocktails, was held on September 7th

in our historic riding hall. This year we changed it up
with a casual western theme, great food, drinks and
the band Cats on Holiday from Cleveland. It was a
wonderful evening and well attended! We would like
to take this opportunity to thank our event sponsors,
MMG & Next Generation Films. We would also like to
give a big THANK YOU to our Fundraising Committee:
Mary Bolin, Mary Bolesky, Carolyn Carto, Donna Hill,
Valerie Hill-Roemer, Marc Hockenberry, Roger Coulton,
Megan Blankenship and Heidi Sazdanoff for all your
hard work, coordination and preparations. Thank you
to our volunteers, Amy and Scott Crislip, Kohl’s Cares,
HR Choices for all of your help with bartending, set
up, tear down and parking! We could not have done it
without all of you!

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU THAT SUPPORTED THIS EVENT!

Pam Shepherd
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I love Raemelton because I can do what

I love, which is riding horses. Raemelton is
full of awesome people that makes fun
ways to learn. And they have awesome
horses like Josh, Missy, and Dolly.
I like to volunteer during the summer using
my own time to do work. Such as cleaning
stalls, feeding the horses, and grooming
them.
Raemelton is a place I like to go to once
a week and learn to ride horses. It is
awesome!
Remington, age 9

Summer was an
exciting adventure as
students participated
in Summer Camp at
Raemelton!
Campers participated
in riding every day, trail
walks, craft time, games,
horse painting and much
more. Thank you to
Kait Arnold & Savanna
Hammons for giving the
campers a wonderful
experience!!
Summer Camps will be
held again in 2019!

J & B Acoustical,
Mayors & County Commissioners,
Ohio Health, Newman Tech,
Richland Mall, Therm-O-Disc,
School Specialty & UPS

87 STRONG!! We cannot say THANK YOU
enough to all of the United Way Day of
Caring volunteers who gave their time to
us on August 3rd! They cleared pastures,
cut trees, cleaned barns, and the list goes
on and on! We would also like to give a big
THANK YOU to Cardinal Rentals & Sales 4th
Street Store for donating the use of all of
the equipment for Day of Caring!! THANK
YOU to our Board Members, Joel Likins
& Flip Wisdom for working and sweating
right along with the volunteer team! What
a wonderful day it was!

From the Desk of the Program Director
It’s been a time of growth in 2018!

First, we introduced winter Equine
Facilitated Learning (EFL) classes.
EFL is a non-mounted class, for
ages seven and up, in which
the horse becomes a teacher,
facilitator and partner in every
class. Horses mirror our behaviors
and emotions. They are nonjudgmental. This promotes a safe,
calm environment for developing
life skills, reaching goals, making
and fostering connections with
others, building self-esteem and
much more. The new small indoor
arena was completed in February
allowing us to have a dedicated
area for EFL classes and therapeutic
riding classes for participants five
years old and under. Since the
EFL arena is climate controlled, we
now run classes year-round!

As 2018 soon comes to a close, and
with spring session right around
the corner, we are developing
new classes for 2019 with the
continuing growth of Raemelton.
Gaining feedback from students
and their families, along with
the increase in the number of
children and adults that want to
attend classes, we have seen the
need to grow our therapeutic
riding program. We will still have
our traditional therapeutic riding
classes; however, we will offer
some classes that include both
riding and non-mounted hands
on horse learning.

Jennifer Melick

We will offer a 6 week EFL session
during January and February for
ages seven and above. EFL offers
students the opportunity to stay
active in classes over the winter
and allows more hands on time
with the horses. Please contact
the office to schedule.

A big thank you to everyone
that made 2018 a successful
year! Without everyone’s
support and time, classes
would not be possible.
We look forward to seeing
everyone in 2019!
For more information about
our programs, please call
419-756-0040 or visit
www.raemelton.org

Empowering
Students to

Dream

You Can Make Their
Dreams a Reality!
$325 will sponsor a student to attend a
2-week 1/2 day Summer Abilities Camp
$325 provides a Scholarship to a student
with limited family resources
$1500 will sponsor the 2-day
Student Horse Show at Raemelton and
Special Olympics Equestrian Team
$4000 will sponsor one of our equine
partners for one year
Gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated
& provide support to our mission.
I am pleased to support Raemelton
through my contribution of: $
Name
Address
Phone
Email
This gift is in honor/memory of
Please send your tax-deductible contributions to:

Raemelton Therapeutic Equestrian Center
569 South Trimble Road, Mansfield, Ohio 44906

Thank you for your support!

Parent Perspective
Our daughter has been riding at
Raemelton since she was 2 years old.
When she first started there, we had no
idea what it would mean to her as she
grew older.
Raemelton has become her “haven”. A
place that she can go and just be herself.
A place where she is no different than
anybody else and she can fit in and do
what she loves, which is anything to do
with horses.
Whether it be riding, EFL, or even
volunteering during her summer hours,
she counts down the days that she gets
to be a part of the day there.
Belonging to a team and being a part
of something more than yourself, is so
very important to a person, especially
while growing up. Raemelton has given
her that. It had given her a sense of
belonging and friendship.
I am so grateful for all of the employees
and volunteers at Raemelton, you bring
our daughter joy.
Thank you!
Shane and Amber Hedrick

Students Show Off
Their Skills in
RTEC Horse Show

In June, we held a Raemelton
Therapeutic Equestrian Center
Student Horse Show. Our
equestrians showed in three
of five different classes: trail,
showmanship, barrel and flag
racing and egg and spoon races.
They were able to show off their
skills and accomplishments
to family, friends, staff and
volunteers. We were very proud
of all of our equestrian team
for their dedication and hard
work.
A big thank you to
everyone that helped to make
this event happen! Thank you
to our guest judge, Shae Miller,
who came from Cleveland to
be with us! We will be holding
the horse show again next year
in July over a two day period
with some exciting changes and
improvements!

by the numbers
39.24% INCREASE

in students from Spring 2017 to Spring 2018

37.75% INCREASE

in students from Fall 2017 to Fall 2018

71.4% INCREASE

in NEW (Riding/EFL) students for 2018

Percentage of riding students with
improvements in measured metrics:

Posture 		
Balance		
Coordination		
Motor Skills		
Socialization		
Cooperation		
Confidence		

75%
67%
58%
75%
57%
75%
67%

Teacher’s Perspective
For the past 2 years, I have had the
privilege in bringing my class to
Raemelton Therapeutic Equestrian
Center for both riding and EFL
classes. I am impressed with Dawn,
Jennifer, Simone, and new this year,
Catherine, in how accommodating
and calm they are with my class of
students. My class has a large span of
abilities. Students ranging from non
ambulatory and non verbal, minor
learning and multiple disabilities,
to severe emotional behavioral
disorders. Despite the barriers, the
instructors are flexible and creative
to be sure each student gets to
participate to their fullest potential.
They also take into consideration the
IEP goals and teacher directives in
planning the class activities to make
it fun, engaging and educational!
In observing the students with
the horses, I have noticed positive
conversations
and
interactions
with peers and adults. In addition
to the instructors, a large group of
kind volunteers facilitate student
objectives to ensure safety and

build positive adult interaction/
relationships with each student
they are assigned.
The skills they are learning
and practicing at Raemelton
are being generalized into
the classroom setting, making
partner and team cooperation
tasks significantly easier and
manageable.
The
students
are understanding team work
as everyone is able to do
something, no matter how
big or small. I have observed
many ‘deep breaths’ from the
students in both settings when
approaching a difficult task,
resulting in task completion
rather than melt-downs and
angry outbursts. The benefits
of this Therapeutic Equine
Facilitated Learning was more
than I could have ever expected
it to be.
Deanna Mack
Teacher, Intervention Specialist
Malabar Intermediate School

In Memoriam...
JOEL BLACK

Joel Black was our longest serving Board
Member, loyal advocate, supporter and, most
of all, dear friend. His kindness, sage advice
and smiling face is missed by each and every
one of us. He always had a kind word to share
as he buzzed through on his golf cart, just to
see how every one was doing on the farm. We
will continue his legacy through enriching the
lives of individuals with disabilities with the
same passion, kindness and compassion that
he showed to us. Thank you, Joel.

Special Olympics Ohio Equestrian Team - Cincinnati - Winton Woods
In August, five riders and two horses
competed in the Special Olympics
Ohio Equestrian competition. Staff,
volunteers, horses (Nick and Josh),
families and riders traveled to
Winton Woods in Cincinnati for this
two day competition. Together, our
Equestrians, Ellie, Aidan, Elizabeth,
Sam and Zach brought home: four
gold medals, three silver medals,
one bronze medal, one fourth place
and one sixth place finish. They
competed in English and Western
equitation, equitation jumping and
Western barrel racing. We are very
proud of the hard work everyone
put in to making this event happen
and our equestrian team for an
outstanding job!

Barn Banter with Simone
You may have noticed some new faces in our barns.

In early 2018, we began re-evaluating
our herd to ensure that we have the
most versatile horses for our student
population. A few of the horses at
the time, though we loved each and
every one, were limited
in their service. Those
horses were retired
and went home to
their owners. And then
the search began for
horses to fill the void.
With the help of our
wonderful vet, Dr.
Kruger, we now have
a partnership with
Mohaven
Farm
in
Danville. We “borrow”
horses
from
their
herd. With 56 to
choose from, we will
now have the ability
to have horses that fit the needs of
our students. As our students’ needs
change, so will our horses. Over
the summer months, the Mohaven
horses will “go home” and serve the
students at their camps and come
back to us in the fall. It’s a perfect
match for everyone!
There are also some “little” faces.
The Littles, as we lovingly call them,
are our students ages 2-1/2 to 6.
I am blessed to have a group of
littles who, along with their parents
and young siblings, help with barn
chores. It is such a joy to watch these
little ones helping to feed and hay,

fill a water bucket or muck stalls –
regardless of the challenges they
face. They are learning the value
of service and have some quality
time with their parents, while
providing
invaluable
help with our horses.
Their excitement is
contagious!
Maybe
it is because they led
a horse for the first
time by themselves or
they were able to walk
from the feed room to
a stall with a snack for
the horse, the sense of
accomplishment they
feel permeates the barn
and warms my heart.
They are becoming
invested
in
this
program and facility at
a young age and it is our sincere
hope that as they grow up they
will become the next generation
of leaders here. But, wherever
their path may take them, I am
overjoyed that I am part of their
journey.
To ALL of our hardworking,
dedicated volunteers who give
their time each and every week,
THANK YOU! Each of you has
brought joy, laughter, compassion
and a family atmosphere to our
barns, and I couldn’t be happier!
Simone Montsilos

Raemelton Therapeutic Equestrian Center’s general operations are supported through the
generosity of the community. Thank you to the following individuals, corporations & foundations
that supported our therapeutic programs monetarily or in-kind through 11/2018.
Adena
Alan Rehbein
Allure Studios
Amazon Smile
Amy Jerman
Ann Oberlin
Ann Von Saas
Anonymous
Anonymous Fund of RCF
Anthony & Pamela Bowman
Anthony Tambasco
Applebee’s
Ashland County Community Foundation
Auto Clinic
Autozone
B.L. Bishop Photography
Bankz Salon
Blackbird Bakery
Brad & Betty Preston
Bradley & Susan Blank
Breitinger Company
Brent & Cindi Taylor
Bruce Cummins
BW3
C. Eugene & Sara Goin Fund
Candice Linden Chaffee Fund
Carol Kautz
Caroline Parnisari
CenturyLink
Charles Mill/Pleasant Hill
Charles Robinson
Chipotle
Chris & Gail Laux
Cinemark Ontario
Coke & Sheryl Cummins
Coldwell Banker Mattox McCleery Realtors
Colony Club, Inc.
Contact Industries
COSI
Darrell Niswander
David & Laura Vance
David & Leslie Eichinger
Deja Food
Directions Credit Union
Dirk & Tammie Schluter
Domino’s Pizza

Don & Henrietta Sazdanoff
Don & Patricia Deyarmon
Don, Julee, Alaina & Baylee Sims
Donato’s
DQ East, Inc
Dr. Greg & Beth Bookwalter
Dunham Sports
E. Maxine Miller
Eatmor Bundt
Edward & Barbara Kulka
Elisha Elliot
Elizabeth Miller
Elks Lodge 1191
Eric Miller
Fast Eddie’s
Fin Feather Fur Outfitters
Frederic Foltz, DDS LLC
George Whitten
Gionino’s
Gorman Fund of RCF
Gorman Rupp Employees Civic Fund
Graeter’s
Gregory & Kimberly Engh
Hannah Stickelman-Gee
Helen Brown CPA LLC
Hollywood Casino
Hursh Drugs, Inc.
Jack & Deborah Miller
James & Betsy Hire
James Reeder
Jane & Fred Wiecher
Janice Cooper
Janny Nauman
Jen & John Opperman
Jenna Forest
Jenny Eklund
Jessamine Lewis Fund of UWRC
Joann Baker
Joel & Margaret Black
John & Carole Kemplin
John & Maura Siegenthaler
John Siegenthaler
Jonathan & Erin Fain
Joseph & Edith Humphrey
Joyce Buick GMC of Mansfield
Judith Sadowski

Raemelton Therapeutic Equestrian Center’s general operations are supported through the
generosity of the community. Thank you to the following individuals, corporations & foundations
that supported our therapeutic programs monetarily or in-kind through 11/2018.
Karen Bierly
Karen Obojski
Karin Stephens
Ken & Rae Molnar
Kroger
Lark & Regina Bales
Leaning Tower
Lexington Nails
Lin Baker
Lind Media
Linda Paul
Lock-It-Up Storage West
Lori Yaeger
Lou Ann Miller
Made in the 419
Magic Mountain
Mansfield Association of Realtors
Mansfield Motor Group
Mansfield YMCA
Margaret Hoecker
Marion Draffan Wisdom Fund of RCF
Marsha Farrell
Mary Bolesky
Mary Collett
McAuley Accounting
Mechanic’s Bank
Meijer’s
Michael & Carol Chambers
Michael & Deloris Milay
Michael & Teresa Cooney
Mid-Ohio Tree
Mind Body Align
Modern Woodmen
Monica’s McDonalds
Mount Vernon Animal Hospital
Myron Reed
Nancie & Richard Cummins
Nancy Witkowski
Nancy & Sid Hall
Network for Good
New Directions EAP
Next Generation Films, Inc.
Nick & Sally Gesouras
Ohio State Fair Board
Pamela Hartley
Paula Kovinchick

PayPal
Philip Wisdom
Picaboo
PR Machine Works, Inc.
Randy & Shirlee Schoenman
Red Lobster
Rich & Bonnie Banichar
Rich & Gayle Green
Richard & Arline Landers Family
Foundation
Richard & Rebecca Toomey
Richard Otto & Linda Hering
Richland Bank
Richland Carrousel
Richland County Foundation
Richland Source
Rinehart Walters Danner &
Associates Insurance
Rite Aid
Robert & Antina Kerst
Robert & Esther Black Family Foundation
Robert Tindle
Robin Hurst
Rod Staker DDS
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Rupp Fund
Russell & Mary Gimbel Foundation
S/C Event Center
Sarah Laux
Schmidt Security Pro
Scott & JoAnn Taylor
Scott Lybarger
Shelby Class of 1949
Shirley Teofilo
Southern Title of Ohio LTD
Steven Cummins
Susan & Evan Hellinger
Susan Robinson
Sutton Bank
Sutton Bank
Taylor Family Foundation
Ted & Heidi Sazdanoff
Terri Cullen
Texas Roadhouse
The AK Steel Foundation
The Boot Life
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United Way of Greater Toledo
United Way of Richland County
Unwanted Horse Fund
Vitality Wellness
Walmart
Walter Graphics, Inc.
Wayne & Elizabeth Au
Weldon, Huston & Keyser, LLP
Wilging, Roush & Partners CPAs
Wilging’s Fine Meat
William Marsh & Eileen Wolford
Win Meek
Wired Nut Electric, LLC
Women’s Fund of RCF
Wyatt Rose
YourCause LLC
Zara Construction

2018 Donors continued

The Butcher Shoppe
The Haring Family Trust
The Infield
The Renaissance Theatre
The Shelby Foundation
The Steve Goldman Foundation
Thomas & Rosemary Wilkinson
Thomas Miller
Timothy Hester
Tom & Amy Gilchrist
Tom Cole
Tom Robinson
Twin Lakes Golf Course
Two Cousin’s Pizza
UH Samaritan Hospital
United Way of Columbus

Donations made in memory of:
Joel Black, Samantha Laux, Janet Scheid & Sadie Turnbaugh
Donations made in honor of:
Lily, Scarlett, Addyson Delaney, Evan & Adi Gangi

Support for our programs are made possible, in part, through grants from the following:
OF
RICHLAND
COUNTY

